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IN BRIEF

Mum caught in
benefits fraud
WEST CROYDON: A single
mother dishonestly claimed
£13,742 in benefits, a court heard.

Patience Tabiri conned the
authorities out of the cash over a
17-month period in 2005 and 2006.

The 36-year-old, from West
Croydon, admitted benefit fraud
and was given a suspended jail
sentence following a Croydon
Crown Court hearing on Friday.

Tabiri, now living in Trafalgar
Road, Smethwick, pleaded guilty
to failing to notify her change of
c i rc u m s t a n c e s.

Francesca Levett, prosecuting,
said that, at first, her address
was St Saviour’s Road and she
later moved to Ashburton Road.

She kept quiet the fact that she
was receiving a student grant,
and stated that her daughter was
living with her when she was
actually still with her father.

Tabiri was sentenced to three
months in prison, suspended for
two years and told to carry out
200 hours of unpaid work.

Charity leap
CROYDON: A healthcare
assistant is preparing to leap
10,000ft from a plane for charity.

Carol Fletcher, who works at
St Helier Hospital in Carshalton,
will be taking the challenge at
the end of September.

She is hoping to raise £500 for
UNICEF and the work that they
are doing to battle the famine in
Somalia.

Italian tour
SHIRLEY: A choir has
completed a music tour in Italy.

The Coloma Convent Girls’
School choir has returned from
central Italy where they
performed concerts in churches
and cathedrals. Coloma, based in
Upper Shirley Road, has had
Music College Status since 2005.

H u n d re d s at chapel
to remember Jodie

Mum talks of her ‘princess’
By Lucy Buckland
l u c y. b u c k l a n d @ e s s n m e d i a . c o . u k

“HEAVEN must have needed the most
beautiful angel”  – one of the many
tributes left by the hundreds of people
who said their final farewells to a
talented nail technician who died sud-
denly in Ibiza.

Family members and friends clutch-
ing pink roses watched as 19-year-old
Jodie Niemen’s coffin arrived at Croy-
don Crematorium in a horse-drawn
h e a r s e.

Laughter and tears flowed through
the chapel as tributes were paid to the
horse-loving teenager who “had a
champagne lifestyle on a lemonade
budg et”.

T he chapel was full and staff turned
on outside speakers so mourners
standing outside could hear the ser-
v i c e.

Jo d i e ’s mum Debbie remembered
her “beautiful little girl” in a moving
eulog y. “Words can’t explain how
much I miss you, the house is so
quiet,” she said

“I miss your music, your temper. I
will never forget the moments we
shared, just the two of us, when we
used to go horse-riding.

“It will never be the same without
you. You were always a princess in my
eyes. I am so proud to call you my
d a u g h t e r. ”

Memories of Jodie, who lived in
Waterbourne Way, Kenley, were
shared, with cousin Sarah remember-
ing her impressions of comedy char-
acter Keith Lemon, and her friend
Jade Nash paying tribute to Jodie’s
s m i l e.

The former Riddlesdown student

was just three days into her holiday
when she had a heart attack on a night
out at the Space club in the Playa d’en
Bossa resort.

Despite being rushed to hospital,
the award-winning beautician died on
July 13.

Her death led to a flood of tributes to
the former LA Fitness receptionist
and beautician with more than 500
people joining a online memorial
g roup.

Jodie won a series of beauty com-
petitions, including the national Nail
Championships and, when she was at
college, a Christmas Fantasy Nail
Championship event.

The Reverend Barry Bluck spoke of
Jo d i e ’s sparkling personality as he
read her family’s moving tribute to
their ‘princess’.

He said: “She enjoyed her life to the
full. Jodie loved being surrounded by
people and people loved Jodie.”
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LOVING NOTE: Friends left tributes
to Jodie Nieman CRDC20110816C

FUNERAL PROCESSION: A pair of white horses drew the hearse to Croydon Crematorium

MUCH-LOVED: Jodie Nieman
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